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Introduction

The year 2024 marked a pivotal turning point in Pencak Silat’s journey toward global recognition
and Olympic inclusion, establishing itself as a significant milestone in the sport’s history. Through
strategic diplomacy, competitive excellence, and cultural promotion,

The momentum began with a historic Pencak Silat exhibition during the Paris Olympics on July 27,
2024, where the sport showcased its rich cultural heritage and technical sophistication to a global
audience. This exhibition was not merely a display but a strategic diplomatic initiative, highlighted
by the visionary leadership of Mr. Prabowo Subianto and his historic meeting with International
Olympic Committee President Thomas Bach. This engagement represented a critical step in
positioning Pencak Silat for future Olympic consideration, emphasizing the sport’s universal values,
competitive structure, and its unique blend of martial artistry and cultural expression.

Following this diplomatic breakthrough, the 8th Asian Pencak Silat Championship in Uzbekistan
(October 15-21, 2024) further solidified the sport’s regional standing, bringing together nations
across Asia to compete at the highest level. This championship demonstrated Pencak Silat’s
standardized competitive framework, its ability to unite diverse cultures through shared sporting
values, and its growing appeal as a platform for international exchange and cooperation.

The year culminated with the 20th World Pencak Silat Championship and 5th Junior Championship
in Abu Dhabi (December 18-22, 2024), which expanded the sport’s global reach beyond Asia. This
event not only highlighted the international growth of Pencak Silat but also emphasized its
commitment to nurturing future generations of practitioners, ensuring the sustainability and
evolution of the art form for years to come.

These achievements were further validated by UNESCO’s recognition of Pencak Silat as Intangible
Cultural Heritage, acknowledging its profound cultural significance beyond its sporting aspects. As
we reflect on these milestones, 2024 stands as a foundation year for Pencak Silat’s Olympic
aspirations, setting the stage for its continued evolution as both a competitive sport and a cultural
treasure that bridges traditions and modernity on the global stage.

Jakarta, January 2025
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PENCAK SILAT EXHIBITION DURING THE PARIS OLYMPICS, 27 JULY 2024

The exhibition of Pencak Silat was held at the

Pullman Hotel in Paris on July 27, 2024. The
performance, attended by dignitaries and
sports officials, served as a strategic effort to
elevate Pencak Silat’'s global profile and
advocate for its inclusion in future Olympic
Games.

The presence of Mr. Prabowo Subianto,
President of the International Pencak Silat
Federation (IPSF-PERSILAT) and Indonesia’s
2024 presidential election winner, underscored
the significance of this initiative.

Prior to the exhibition Mr. Prabowo Subianto
held a crucial meeting with Thomas Bach,
President of the Olympic
Committee (I0C). This meeting marked a pivotal

International

step in the campaign to bring Pencak Silat to
the Olympic stage. Thomas Bach emphasized
the importance of standardization, governance,
and global competitiveness—key benchmarks
for any new sport, including Pencak Silat.

Eight Indonesian martial artists delivered a
powerful 15-minute performance filled with
acrobatic  strikes, precise throws, and
synchronized choreography.

The intensity of the demonstration captivating
an audience of hundreds, including French
officials and international sports leaders.

The performance was interrupted only by the

host’s request for a second round, driven by the
overwhelming enthusiasm of the crowd, This
moment highlighted the high stakes and
personal investment behind the effort to
showcase Pencak Silat.

In his public address following the exhibition,
Prabowo Subianto articulated a bold vision for
the future of Pencak Silat, that is to introduce
Pencak Silat more massively to the world.
Momentum like this at the Olympics or like the
film “The Raid” that can stir the world. He also
asked for more festivals so the world can see.




This quote encapsulates Mr. Prabowo's belief
that strategic exposure during global events like
the Olympics is essential. He emphasized the
need to shift from academic congresses to
dynamic, public festivals—events that can
generate widespread interest and media
attention.

Furthermore, Prabowo underscored the
importance of momentum, noting that the
global popularity of martial arts can be
amplified through cultural phenomena.

His appeal to leverage the Olympics as a
platform aligns with the success stories of
sports like rock climbing, which transitioned
from niche activity to Olympic sport through
visibility and advocacy.

The event also fostered key collaborations,
most notably with Stephan Fox, President of the
Recognized Independent Sports Members

Alliance (AIMS), who committed to advocating
for the inclusion of Pencak Silat among the six
sports AIMS aims to bring to the Olympics. He
said that Pencak Silat can provide maximum
competitive sports activities."

This strategic alliance with AIMS, along with the
support from Dito Ariotedjo (Indonesian
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Minister of Youth and Sports), Raja Sapta
Oktohari (President NOC Indonesia), and now
the 10C's own engagement through Thomas
Bach, creates a powerful coalition to push for
Pencak Silat’s Olympic inclusion.

The Paris 2024 exhibition was not merely a

cultural performance—it was a calculated
diplomatic move. With Prabowo Subianto
leading the charge and having personally met
with  Thomas Bach, the |0C President,
Indonesia is positioning Pencak Silat as a global
athletic and cultural treasure worthy of Olympic
recognition. The sport’s unigue blend of
discipline, artistry, and physical
combined with growing international visibility,
makes a compelling case for inclusion.

prowess,

The road ahead will require consistent global
promotion, standardized competition
frameworks, and sustained advocacy. But as
Prabowo’s words suggest— “Wider exposure”—
the momentum is building. With the world now
watching and with the 10C actively engaged, the
dream of Pencak Silat’s Olympic debut may be
closer than ever.




INTERNATIONAL PENCAK SILAT FEDERATION-PERSILAT
ANNUAL REPORT 2024

Photo Gallery 1
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www.worldpencaksilat.org
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8TH ASIAN PENCAK SILAT CHAMPIONSHIP, UZBEKISTAN, 8-16 OKTOBER 2024

&? ‘s 8 th Asian
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The 8th Asian Pencak Silat Championship

2024 was held in Bukhara, Uzbekistan from
October 15-21, 2024,
multiple categories in both Tanding (combat)
and Jurus (artistic) disciplines. The Asian
Pencak Silat Championship, first held in 2011,
has grown in prestige and participation with
each edition, serving as a qualifying event for
international competitions including the Asian
Games.

competing across

The Uzbekistan Pencak Silat Federation, in
collaboration with the General Authority of
Sports of Uzbekistan, spearheaded the
organization of this championship. Their efforts
were supported by the Embassy of Indonesia in
Uzbekistan. the Government of Uzbekistan, and
PERSILAT, providing technical sanctioning and
oversight

The choice of Bukhara as the host city was
particularly significant, given its status as a
UNESCO World Heritage site and its historical
importance along the ancient Silk Road. This
selection symbolized the bridge between
Eastern and Western cultures that Pencak Silat
represents.

All competitions were held at the newly
renovated Bukhara Sports Complex,
Participants were accommodated in
designated hotels within Bukhara city, with
transportation provided to and from the
competition venue.

The championship featured competitions
across two main disciplines Tanding
(Match/Combat) Categories with 10 weight
classes for both men and women:

Class A (-45kg), B (-48kg), C (-51kg), D (-54kg),
E (-57kg), F (-60kg), G (-63kg), H (-67kg), | (-
71kg), J (+71kg).

Each match consisted of three 2-minute rounds
with 1-minute rest periods.

Jurus (Artistic) Categories: Tunggal (Single),
Ganda (Double), Regu (Team), Solo Creative.

The 8th Asian Pencak Silat Championship
served as more than just a sporting event—it
represented a significant diplomatic
achievement. The collaboration between
Indonesia (Pencak Silat’s country of origin) and
Uzbekistan (the host nation) exemplified how
sports can foster international cooperation and
cultural exchange.




Key diplomatic outcomes included:

++» Strengthened bilateral relations between
Indonesia and Uzbekistan

¢ Increased recognition of Central Asia’s role
in international sports

< Promotion of Pencak Silat as a vehicle for
cultural diplomacy

«» Advancement of the sport’s campaign for
Olympic inclusion

The championship also contributed to

UNESCO’s efforts to preserve and promote
intangible cultural heritage, as Pencak Silat was
recognized on UNESCO’s Representative List of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in
2019.

Conclusion

The 8th Asian Pencak Silat Championship 2024
in Bukhara, Uzbekistan successfully achieved
its objectives of promoting the sport across Asia
nation’s

while host

capability to organize major

demonstrating the
international
sporting events.
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The championship set new standards for
organization and participation, with 25 nations
competing across multiple categories.

The event’'s success has several important

implications:

vt PERSILAT's strategy of
globalizing Pencak Silat while preserving its

validates

cultural essence

v" It enhances Uzbekistan’s reputation as a
capable host of international sporting
events

v' It strengthens the case for Pencak Silat’s
inclusion in future Olympic Games

v It establishes a foundation for future
collaborations between Asian nations in
sports development

Looking ahead, the momentum generated by
this championship should be leveraged to
further develop Pencak Silat at both
competitive and grassroots levels, ensuring its
growth as both a sport and a cultural practice
that continues to unite diverse communities
across Asia and beyond.




INTERNATIONAL PENCAK SILAT FEDERATION-PERSILAT
ANNUAL REPORT 2024

ACCUMULATION OF MEDAL
8TH ASIAN PENCAK SILAT CHAMPIONSHIP 2024

NO| KONTINGEN GOLD SILVER BRONZE
1 |INDONESIA 12 0 2
2 |MALAYSIA 8 5 2
3 |SINGAPORE 4 7 10
4 |UZBEKISTAN 2 7 9
5 |[KAZAKHSTAN 2 4 10
6 [PHILIPPINES 1 5 9
7 |INDIA 1 2 12
8 |KYRGYZISTAN 1 0 1
9 |KARAKALPAKSTAN 0 1 3
10 |UAE 0 0 0
11 |[TAJIKISTAN 0 0 0
12 |AFGHANISTAN 0 0 0
13 |TURKMENISTAN 0 0 0
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The 20th World Pencak Silat Championship and the 5th Junior World Pencak Silat
Championship, Abu Dhabi, UAE, 18 to 22 December

AN

ABU DHABI ABU DHABI
20" WORLD 5% JUNIOR WORLD
PENCAK SILAT PENCAK SILAT

The 20th World Pencak Silat Championship

and the b5th Junior World Pencak Silat
Championship, held from 18 to 22 December at
the Abu Dhabi Exhibition Centre
(ADNEC), marked a historic milestone—being
the first time such a joint championship took
place in the Middle East.

National

During Opening Ceremony, the championship
was formally opened by Minister of Foreign
Affair  of HE Sugiono. Upon
completion of championship, he also closed the
championship.

Indonesia

The event drew over 1,100 participants,
including athletes, coaches, officials, referees,
and judges, from 57 nations, making it the
largest gathering in Pencak Silat history. This
unprecedented international

underscores the sport’s rapidly growing global

turnout

appeal,
Southeast Asia.

particularly in regions

beyond

This event not only showcased athletic
excellence but also served as a diplomatic
platform, strengthening the bilateral ties
between Indonesia and the UAE.

Indonesia emerged as the overall champion in
both competition categories. At the 20th World
Pencak Silat Championship, Indonesia led the
medal tally with 11 gold, 7 silver, and 5 bronze
medals.

Vietnam followed with 10 gold, 3 silver, and 3
bronze medals, while Malaysia ranked third
with 6 gold, 9 silver, and 4 bronze medals.

In the 5th Junior
Championship

World Pencak Silat
category, Indonesia again
topped the chart with 11 gold, 3 silver, and 2
bronze medals. Singapore came in second with
9 gold, 3 silver, and 8 bronze medals, and
Kazakhstan was third with 5 gold, 7 silver, and
10 bronze medals.

5 JUNOR WORL
PENCA_KSILAT

Youth and Sports Minister Dito Ariotedjo noted
that Indonesia’s participation in this event is
part of cooperation with the UAE Minister of
Sports.




A JUNIORWORLD
20" WORLD ENCAK SILAT

PENCAK SILAT
e

In April along with the UAE Minister of Sports,
he signed a cooperation agreement that
included supporting Abu Dhabi as the host for
this 20th World Pencak Silat Championship," he
added.

Indonesia sent around 170 athletes who
carried the mission of embracing participating
countries through Pencak Silat and showing our
best abilities at this championship.

"And most importantly, the spirit and values of
Pencak Silat can be spread to all participating
countries, strengthening friendship between
nations. This is a symbol of Indonesia-UAE
friendship UAE’s
commitment to support Pencak Silat so it can

and evidence of the

be promoted worldwide (recognized by the I0C
and contested at the Olympics)," Minister Dito
hoped.

This vision aligns with efforts to include Pencak
Silat in the 2032 Brisbane Olympics, with Abu
Dhabi’'s championship serving as a powerful

catalyst.
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The event was a testament to the strong
partnership between Indonesia and the UAE.
Indonesian Ambassador to the UAE, Husin
Bagis, highlighted the significance of the
collaboration that this championship reflects
the strong Indonesia-UAE partnership and our
shared commitment to preserving cultural
heritage through sports."

The UAE’s support has been instrumental. The
country has formally recognized Pencak Silat
through the UAE Sports for All Federation, and
the discipline has seen growing participation
from Emiratis and expatriates, including regular
training sessions held at the Indonesian
Embassy in Abu Dhabi.

pgrgF?!S,S!%I

The Abu Dhabi 2024 championships have
marked a turning point for Pencak Silat. With a
record number of nations participating, a
dominant Indonesian performance, and high-
level diplomatic and IOC engagement, the sport

is now firmly on the map.
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MEDAL RECAPITULATION

20th WORLD PENCAK SILAT CHAMPIONSHIP 2024 ABU DHABI
ADNEC EXHIBITION HALL ABUDHABI, 18 - 22 DESEMBER 2024

OVERALL SENIOR CHAMPION

. TANDING ARTISTIC TOTAL NOTES
= Delegation | = 1a | silver | Bronze | | Gold | Silver | Bronze | | Gold | Silver | Bronze
1 INDOMN ESIA b 5 4 5 2 1 11 7 5 15T
2 VIETMNAM 10 3 2 0 0 1 10 3 3 2 ND
3 MALAYSIA 4 5 2 2 4 2 b 9 4 IRD
4 SINGAPORE 2 0 8 1 0 5 3 0 13
5 PHILIPPINES 0 4 2 1 0 1 1 4 3
b KEAZAKHSTAN 1 0 2 0 0 1 1 0 3
7 THAILAND 0 4 5 0 1 1 0 5 b
8 UZBEKISTAN 0 1 5 0 0 0 0 1 5
Q KENYA 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 1
10 | INDILA 0 0 Q 0 0 4 0 0 13
11 | NEPAL 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2
12 | CAMBODIA 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
13 | FRAMNCE 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
14 | GERMANY 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
15 | NETHERLANDS 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
16 | ARMENIA 0 0 0 o | o 0 o | o 0
17 | AUSTRALIA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]
18 | AUSTRIA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]
19 | AZERBAIIAN 0 0 0 o | o 0 o | o 0
BRUMEI
20 DARUSSALAM 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]
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MEDAL RECAPITULATION
20th WORLD PENCAK SILAT CHAMPIONSHIP 2024 ABU DHABI
ADNEC EXHIBITION HALL ABU DHABI, 18 - 22 DESEMBER 2024

OVERALL SENIOR CHAMPION

. TANDING ARTISTIC TOTAL NOTES
= Delegation |\ | siver | Bronze | | Gold | Silver | Bronze | | Gold | Silver | Bronze
21 | CANADA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]
22 | EGYPT 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]
23 | LAOS 0 0 0 o | o 0 0o | o 0
24 | MYANMAR 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]
25 | PORTUGAL 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]
REPUBLIC OF
26 KOREA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]
REPUBLIE OF
27 CHINA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]
28 | RUSSIAN 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]
29 | SAUDI ARABIA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]
30 | SURINAME 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]
31 | TANEKISTAN 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]
32 | TURKEY 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]
33 | TURKMEMNISTAN 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]
34 g;:;i?;;i]iﬂ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]
UNITED
35 KINGDOM 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]
36 | USA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]
TOTAL 23 23 46 9 7 16 iz 30 (7]
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MEDAL RECAPITULATION

S5th WORLD PENCAK SILAT CHAMPIONSHIP 2024 ABU DHAEBI
ADNEC EXHIBITION HALL ABU DHARI, 18 - 22 DESEMBER 2024

OVERALL JUNIOR CHAMPION

. TANDING ARTISTIC TOTAL NOTES

= e Gold | silver | Bronze | | Gold | Silver | Bronze | | Gold | silver | Bronze

1 INDOMESIA 7 3 2 4 0 0 11 3 2 15T
4 SINGAPORE 3 2 4 3 1 3 b 3 7 2 ND
2 MALAYSIA 5 4 4 0 0 0 5 4 4 3 RD
3 VIETMAM 4 2 2 0 0 0 4 2 2

5 | KAZAKHSTAN 1 3 6 1| 3 3 2 | 6 9

b UZ BEKISTAN 0 3 4 0 0 3 0 3 7

8 IN D& 0 0 b 0 3 2 0 3 B

7 E:EET};ET;E] 0 1 3 0 1 1 0 2 4

11 | PHILIPPINES 0 0 1 0 0 4 0 0 5

Q NETHERLANDS 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 3

10 | ARMENIA 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2

12 | TANKISTAN 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1

13 | AUSTRALIA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]

14 | AUSTRIA o | o 0 o | o 0 o | o 0

15 | AZERBAIIAN 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]

16 | CANADA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]

17 | LATVIA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]

18 | RUSSIAN 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]

19 | GERMANY 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]

20 | REPUBLIC OF KOREA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (4]

TOTAL 20 18 I8 0 8 B 16 28 26 54
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MEDAL RECAPITULATION

WORLD PENCAK SILAT CHAMPIONSHIP 2024 ABU DHAEBI
ADNEC EXHIBITION HALL ABU DHABI, 18 - 22 DESEMBER 2024

NO Delegation Gold Silver Bronze NOTES
1 | NETHERLAMNDS 3 4 2 15T
2 | KAZAKHSTAN 3 1 1 2ND
3 | SINGAPORE 3 0 1 3RD
4 | INDIA 1 1 [

5 | UNITED ARABEMIRATES (UAE) 1 0 2
6 | UZBEKISTAN 0 3 3
7 | ARMENIA 0 1 2
& | GERMANY 0 1 1
9 | AZERBALIAN 0 0 1

10 | REFUBLIC OF KOREA 0 0 1
11 | 5AUDI ARABIA 0 0 1
12 | EGYPT 0 0 0

TOTAL 11 11 21
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Photo Gallery 2

www.worldpencaksilat.org
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